
 
Dear Delegates, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2021 West Texas A&M Model United Nations 

Conference! 

 

The following pages are designed to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated 

in our committees for the 2021 session. Please note this guide only provides the basis for your 

investigation. It is your responsibility to find as much information necessary on the topics and 

how they relate to the country you represent. Such information should help you write your 

Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 

the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. 

 

The more information and understanding you acquire on the topics, the more you will be 

able to influence the Resolution writing process through debates, formal and informal caucuses, 

and the WTMUNC experience as a whole. Please feel free to contact us if and when you face 

challenges in your research or formatting your Position Papers. We encourage you to learn all 

you can about your two topics first and then study your country with regard to the selected 

topics. Please remember that all committee members need to be well versed and ready to debate 

both the listed topics. 

 

Enjoy researching and writing your Position Papers. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

WTMUNC Secretariat Team 

cmacaulay@wtamu.edu  
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Topic Preparation Guide 

 

United Nations Security Council – India-Pakistan 

 

United Nations Security Council (Background Guide on UNSC) 

 

The United Nations held its first meeting in 1946. The UNSC is one of the most important bodies 

in the United Nations. The UNSC is given the role of maintaining peace and security through 

peacekeeping operations, international sanctions and military actions. Its five “permanent” or P-5 

members are the USA, France, China, Russia, and United Kingdom, all of which are both 

permanently on the UNSC, while also possessing “veto” power to defeat any resolution. There 

are also ten non-permanent members that are elected for two-year terms by the General 

Assembly. Nine or more of the fifteen UNSC members need to vote affirmative on a resolution 

to pass without any veto from the P5 members.  

 

Topic Background                                                                                       

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Eritrea and Ethiopia share a troubled history, beginning in earnest with Italian colonization of the 

region in the late 1800’s. The area that is now Eritrea was colonized directly by the Italians, who 

quickly tried to expand their control into Ethiopia, but were defeated. The two regions would be 

divided until the end of World War 2, when the United Kingdom took control of Eritrea. The 

United Nations ruled in 1952 to grant Eritrea to Ethiopia, uniting the two under a federation led 

by Ethiopia. 

 

Ethnically, Eritrea is comprised primarily of the Tigrinya (55%) and Tigre (30%) people, with 

many other groups forming the remaining 15%. Like Ethiopia, Eritrea is ethnically and 

religiously diverse, with the majority of the population practicing Christianity and a sizable 

minority (33%) practicing Islam. Many of the bordering areas of Ethiopia share ethnic ties with 

the population in Eritrea, particularly the Tigray province. 

 

Shortly after federation in 1961, Eritrean independence groups began a war of independence that 

lasted through 1991. This war was fought simultaneous to the Ethiopian Civil War, and the 



region was characterized by severe fighting and famine. Ultimately, the United Nations 

successfully negotiated an agreement between the warring parties that saw a referendum held in 

Eritrea, which overwhelmingly supported independence. Ethiopia accepted the results and 

Eritrean independence, but tensions built quickly over the international border that would 

separate the two now independent states. An attempted UN backed commission to settle the issue 

was unsuccessful. 

 

War broke out again from 1998 through 2000, with Ethiopia largely emerging the victor, 

occupying the important border town of Badme. Despite this, Badme was awarded to Eritrea in 

the Algiers agreement in 2000, which both parties agreed to fully adhere to in 2018 after decades 

of continued clashes and aggression by both sides. Despite this, Ethiopia remains in occupation 

of Badme, though it has announced “plans” to withdrawal. No such withdrawal has taken place. 

 

Complicating matters is the rise of the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which has 

advocated for greater rights for the Tigray region as well as historical grievances against the 

government. The conflict has seen many human rights abuses by both parties. Ethiopia has 

accused Eritrea of supporting the Tigrayan forces, though Eritrea remains officially supportive of 

Ethiopia’s efforts to secure order. Regardless, the conflict has delayed the full implementation of 

the Algiers agreement, and Ethiopia remains in control of the town of Badme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Past International Action 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The international community has been central to the disputes between Ethiopia and Eritrea, with 

the United Nations established Eritrea as part of Ethiopia in 1952 and also brokering the 

agreement that saw Eritrea separate from Ethiopia in the early 1990’s, including the deployment 

of peacekeeping troops. The United Nations also helped broker the 2000 Algiers agreement, 

though the summit in 2018 that saw both sides agree to its full implementation and a lasting 

peace was bilateral in nature. 

 

Various fact-finding missions and humanitarian have identified severe human rights abuses in 

the Tigray region, and condemned both the Ethiopian government and rebel groups for their 

actions. Further, conflict in Tigray has sparked the greatest humanitarian crisis in the region 

since the Ethiopian Civil War, with international organizations urging immediate action to 

mitigate the conflict and to help avoid its internationalization with disputes with Sudan and 

Eritrea. The UN Refugee agency has broadly condemned Ethiopia’s treatment of refugees. 

Ethiopia has thus far agree to limited humanitarian efforts. 

 

Ethiopia has accused Eritrea of secret involvement in the conflict, with its chief army official 

openly accusing Eritrean military forces of being present in Tigray. The United Nations has yet 

to confirm or address this issue. Ideologically, the Eritrean government is bitterly opposed to the 

Tigray rebels, many of whom made up the government that once led the war against Eritrea 

during Ethiopian rule. 

                                                                                                                    

Possible Solutions 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The conflict between the two countries, and the Tigray conflict, are intertwined but reflect a 

complicated web of ideological and ethnic rivalries. The situation is first and foremost a 

humanitarian crisis, but political solutions should also be pursued to ensure a lasting peace. 

 

The United Nations has historically taken a central role in humanitarian crises, especially in the 

region, and the security council may consider peacekeeping and other stronger measures aimed 

at protecting and endorsing efforts aimed at protecting refugees.  



 

Further, while officially cooperative, the Tigray conflict leaves open the risk of a reversal of 

progress in the broader Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict. Both countries remain at peace and are 

supportive of continued implementation of the Algiers agreement, but the Ethiopian government 

has grown suspicious of the Eritreans, and their strong military deployment in a neighboring 

region does not bode well for building trust. The UNSC should consider efforts aimed at building 

trust and investigating claims levied against both sides, both in terms of human rights abuses and 

intervention. 

 

Lastly, the UNSC should consider efforts aimed at full implementation of the Algiers agreement. 

Eritrea continues to lobby for Ethiopia’s withdrawal from Badme, which remains “in progress” 

but ultimately incomplete. 

 

Further Research 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Guiding Questions 

1. What role should the United Nations Security Council play in preventing human rights 

abuses and protecting refugees? 

2. How best can the UNSC act to prevent the spread of the Tigray conflict? 

3. How best can the UNSC ensure implementation of the Algiers agreement? 

4. What sorts of fact finding and other missions might be helpful in mitigating and 

preventing the spread of conflict in the region? 

  



 

Research Sources/ Endnote 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


