
 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2021 West Texas A&M Model United Nations 

Conference! 

 

The following pages are designed to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated 

in our committees for the 2021 session. Please note this guide only provides the basis for your 

investigation. It is your responsibility to find as much information necessary on the topics and 

how they relate to the country you represent. Such information should help you write your 

Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 

the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. 

 

The more information and understanding you acquire on the topics, the more you will be 

able to influence the Resolution writing process through debates, formal and informal caucuses, 

and the WTMUNC experience as a whole. Please feel free to contact us if and when you face 

challenges in your research or formatting your Position Papers. We encourage you to learn all 

you can about your two topics first and then study your country with regard to the selected 

topics. Please remember that all committee members need to be well versed and ready to debate 

both the listed topics. 

 

Enjoy researching and writing your Position Papers. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

WTMUNC Secretariat Team 

cmacaulay@wtamu.edu  

mailto:cmacaulay@wtamu.edu


United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 

The United Nations Human Rights Council is among the newer organs of the United Nations, 

founded only in 2006. 

The United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) is comprised of 47 member states of the UN, 

elected by the General Assembly to specifically address issues related to the promotion and 

protection of Human Rights across the globe. The organization meets regularly in Geneva. 

The HRC meets throughout the year, and discusses both ongoing issues of human rights as well 

as crises as they arise. As a smaller body, it is better able to quickly react to issues of importance 

throughout the globe, while still being representative of the global community. 

Among the Human Rights Council’s most important functions is its regular assessment of 

Human Rights for each individual UN member state, which occurs every 4.5 years. This 

comprehensive review makes strong recommendations for how each nation can improve its 

human rights situation, and ranges from issues of free speech or press to imprisonment and 

treatment of political prisoners.  

Among the actions available to the Human Rights Council are special investigators or special 

rapporteurs, whose function is to act with UN mandate to investigate and expose human rights 

abuses in the member states. This can include conducting investigations, fact-finding missions, 

advocacy, public awareness, or technical cooperation with states or oppressed peoples.  

States acting outside of accordance with the UN charter can then face recommendations of 

sanctions by the HRC, to be referred to the UN Security Council or General Assembly for further 

action. 

The HRC has faced criticism for participation by states with less than stellar human rights 

records, and an increasing amount of effort has been spent to increase awareness and education 

on human rights throughout the globe. 



Topic Background

 

The trafficking of humans has been a problem for the entire world, even in the most developed 

nations due to an existence of vulnerability in communities where opportunities lack and 

alternatives such as forced prostitution and inhumane labor seem like the only way to remain 

alive. 

The Polaris Project, a major key player in fighting human trafficking states: “Human trafficking 

is the business of stealing freedom for profit. In some cases, traffickers trick, defraud or 

physically force victims into providing commercial sex. In others, victims are lied to, assaulted, 

threatened or manipulated into working under inhumane, illegal or otherwise unacceptable 

conditions. It is a multi-billion dollar criminal industry that denies freedom to 24.9 million 

people around the world”. 

A problem that always arises on when it comes to human trafficking on the focus of sex is to find 

a definition in which all countries can agree on what a sex worker is and what is a human 

trafficking victim is. Some countries argue against even deciding on a definition due to it being 

an important part to its economy and even tourism due to some wanting all of sex work to be 

against the law, while others don’t want it to be as extreme. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) mentions that the purpose of human 

trafficking is “for the purpose of exploitation, which includes exploiting the prostitution of 

others, sexual exploitation, forced labour, slavery or similar practices and the removal of 

organs”. The ways of human trafficking are in a broad spectrum, which makes it more 

complicated because it shows that the trafficking of humans is essentially everywhere in all 

surroundings no matter what social status, profession, or region one might be in. 

  



Past International Action

 
 

• The UNODC mentions that the “adoption in 2000 by the United Nations General 

Assembly of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking In Persons, 

Especially Women and Children marked a significant milestone in international efforts to 

stop the trade in people”. Many nations have signed and ratified this Protocol. 

Unfortunately, they do admit that it basically has turned out ineffective since “translating 

it into reality remains problematic. Very few criminals [have been] convicted and most 

victims are probably never identified or assisted”. 

 

• On September of 2010, The United Nations General Assembly adopted “The United 

Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons [in order] to urge 

Governments worldwide to take coordinated and consistent measures to try to defeat the 

scourge.” The UNODC adds on by mentioning that this plan of action includes the UN 

setting up a trust fund for the specific purposes of helping “victims of trafficking, 

especially women and children”. 

  



Possible Solutions

 

In order to provide and follow effective solutions, there must be a focus in the past, yet look at 

the new ways human trafficking has evolved to. Yes, the entire world has victims everywhere 

when it comes to human trafficking, so even though it is being addressed worldwide, the 

circumstances vary in regions depending on certain problems (conflict, styles of governments, 

etc.), so it should have separate focuses as well. 

Possible solutions include: 

• Creating more youth-based initiatives which provide sheltering and resources to 

impoverished youth. 

Covenant House, an organization which helps shelter “homeless, runaway, and trafficked young 

people”, mentions that homeless children and youth are at a high risk of falling into human 

trafficking due to being able to be manipulated easily. They also state that “traffickers use 

violence, threats, deception and other manipulative tactics to trap victims in horrific situations 

every day, often targeting the most vulnerable population: homeless youth”. This organization 

could be a well-based start in the attempt to eliminate human trafficking around the world by 

creating more programs that are international and negotiate with governments to provide 

homeless youth housing and resources, These opportunities could help them to have an 

upbringing as normal as possible and get them to the point to where they can be independent and 

have no need to look for inhumane ways to get a meal or a bed at night. 

• Provide funding to impoverished nations which have many of its people in human 

trafficking groups around the world. 

The Polaris Project provided statistics based on a survey they held on reported survivors which 

showed that about 37% were Latino, 28 % were Asian, and 17% were African, African-

American, Black. This suggests that there was a probability that many came from outside of the 

United States. Therefore, a focus should be put on Latin-American, African, and Asian countries 

which stand out in statistics such as the ones provided by Polaris should be looked at in how their 

economic standings are. If the people in those countries as a majority are not doing well 

economically, the countries should be considered to receive economic aid for the sole purpose to 

help its people so there can be less numbers of people leaving and falling to human trafficking 

due to the economic situation back home. 

• To finally decide on an official definition that can be accepted worldwide on what human 

trafficking coincides on. 

The UNODC has stated that “National legislation should adopt the broad definition of trafficking 

prescribed in [their Trafficking of Persons] Protocol. The legislative definition should be 

dynamic and flexible so as to empower the legislative framework to respond effectively to 

trafficking which: 

· Occurs both across borders and within a country (not just cross-border) 



· Is for a range of exploitative purposes (not just sexual exploitation) 

· Victimizes children, women and men (Not just women, or adults, but also men and children) 

· Takes place with or without the involvement of organized crime groups.” 

If this were to be successful, it would be vital for ending human trafficking because of the 

standards that would be set for every state to follow when it comes to the economy and the laws 

that the state would hopefully have to abide by and set in their own governments. 

 

Guiding Questions 

 

• Can nations be categorized based on their specific reasons on why human trafficking is 

happening in their own nation? 

• When it comes to nations who consider sex work legal, how does one work with them in 

cutting back on making human trafficking less potential? 

• Is there a country that has been close on ending human trafficking using a specific 

agenda, and if so, could it be taken to an international level? 

• How does the Human Rights Council follow through on working towards ending Human 

Trafficking? 

• With a reputation on some questionable member states, could the Human Rights Council 

ever be able to create the solution to human trafficking and get all states in on it? 

Resources: 

Covenant House-https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 

Polaris Project- https://polarisproject.org/ 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime-https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-

trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html#UNODC's_Response 
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