
   

 

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2022 West Texas A&M Model United Nations 

Conference! 

 

The following pages are designed to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated  

in our committees for the 2022 session. Please note this guide only provides the basis for your 

investigation. It is your responsibility to find as much information necessary on the topics and 

how they relate to the country you represent. Such information should help you write your 

Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 

the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. 

 

The more information and understanding you acquire on the topics, the more you will be able to 

influence the Resolution writing process through debates, formal and informal caucuses, and the 

WTMUNC experience as a whole. Please feel free to contact us if and when you face challenges 

in your research or formatting your Position Papers. We encourage you to learn all you can about 

your two topics first and then study your country with regard to the selected topics. Please 

remember that all committee members need to be well versed and ready to debate both the listed 

topics. 

 

Enjoy researching and writing your Position Papers. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

WTMUNC Secretariat Team 

cmacaulay@wtamu.edu    
 

mailto:cmacaulay@wtamu.edu


   

 

 
  

Topic Preparation Guide 

 

United Nations Security Council – Taiwan 

 

United Nations Security Council (Background Guide on UNSC) 

 

The United Nations held its first meeting in 1946. The UNSC is one of the most important bodies 

in the United Nations. The UNSC is given the role of maintaining peace and security through 

peacekeeping operations, international sanctions and military actions. Its five “permanent” or P-5 

members are the USA, France, China, Russia, and United Kingdom, all of which are both 

permanently on the UNSC, while also possessing “veto” power to defeat any resolution. There 

are also ten non-permanent members that are elected for two-year terms by the General 

Assembly. Nine or more of the fifteen UNSC members need to vote affirmative on a resolution 

to pass without any veto from the P5 members 

 

Topic Background: 

The contemporary political milieu regarding the Taiwanese question originated after the 

conclusion of the Chinese Civil War, as the nationalist forces of the Kuomintang were defeated 

by the Chinese Communist Party and subsequently fled to Taiwan, which became the home of 

the Republic of China (ROC) in contrast to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on the 

mainland. As such, we can see why there is still controversy surrounding the Taiwanese 

question, as the PRC’s One China Principle highlights the importance of Chinese national 

sovereignty over Taiwan, while positing that the PRC is the only legitimate state actor that can 

claim ownership of Taiwan, in contrast to the ROC’s claims. Indeed, this is the crux of the issue, 



   

 

as both of these powers, the ROC and the PRC, claim to be the sole legitimate sovereign of 

China, which causes friction between these two states and introduces additional political calculus 

to any diplomatic interaction conducted by these powers internationally.  

 

Taiwan will likely be a prime flashpoint for future relations between the West and China, as 

Taiwan serves as a barometer for relative Chinese influence compared to the West’s power 

projection capability among the myriad East Asian states. Indeed, Chinese relations with Taiwan 

have profound consequences for the Koreas and Japan, as the poles of power continue to shift 

and alternate between the West and China, there may be a shift in relative spheres of influence as 

China grows into a power that can challenge American hegemony in the South China Sea.   

 

Past International Action: 

The Taiwanese situation remains delicate, as the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has emerged 

onto the global scene as a potent economic power with expanding access to modernized hard 

power assets and an increasingly important role to play in the socio-cultural matrix. As such, any 

actions taken in regard to Taiwanese sovereignty must be measured and pragmatic, lest hostilities 

between these powers escalate and diplomacy chilled to the point where China is no longer 

agreement capable.  

 

The Republic of China (ROC) was a founding member of the U.N., as China fought alongside 

the allies in WW2 against Japanese aggression; however, the conclusion of the Chinese Civil 

War occurred after the conclusion of WW2. As such, the ROC lost it’s internal struggle against 

the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and left in exile to Taiwan, where it remained steadfast in 



   

 

it’s claim of being the only legitimate Chinese sovereign. As such, this put the U.N. in a difficult 

situation, as China, under the CCP, was becoming a world-historical power with substantial 

social and economic capital; hence, in 1971, the U.N. expelled the ROC and replaced them with 

the PRC in a pragmatic move. However, the ROC was allowed to participate in myriad 

specialized U.N. committees under the moniker of “Chinese Taipei”; for example, the ROC was 

present for the 62nd World Health Assembly as a general observer. Indeed, the U.N. considered 

myriad resolutions regarding the potentiality of Taiwanese sovereignty, but those resolutions 

were thrown out after Taiwan was expelled in 1971; hence, we can see why there has been little 

international action regarding the Taiwanese question, as the PRC has become supremely 

influential and the U.N. must act in a pragmatic manner that will not overtly disrupt the 

international political matrix.  

 

Possible Solutions: 

There are myriad solutions to the Taiwanese question; however, there are several mitigating 

factors present in the contemporary political calculus. For example, the role the PRC has to play 

in future negotiations will be of prime importance, as they are a major player internationally and 

will likely use that clout to influence negotiations in a manner that is overtly detrimental to the 

ROC and Taiwanese sovereignty. Indeed, the future of Taiwan will be a barometer by which 

China measures it’s influence relative to the Western powers; as such, there are very few 

solutions that can be considered pragmatic or even fair.  

 

Several solutions have been conceived in the past; for example, One Country – Two Systems, 

where Taiwan would come under the umbrella of the PRC, but retain it’s own unique conception 



   

 

of politics and administrative infrastructure, much like China’s current relationship with Hong 

Kong. This seems to be the most pragmatic action, as it would fulfill the PRC’s objective of 

gaining Taiwan, while also protecting Taiwan’s unique political self-expression; moreover, with 

Hong Kong, there is precedent by which such a solution could be mediated in a succinct and 

satisfactory manner. However, outside of this narrow circumstance, there are few actions that 

could be deemed credible enough to be considered, as fulfilling both the PRC’s ambition, while 

protecting Taiwan’s sovereignty is a difficult task that must be treated with pragmatism and a 

sober view of the potential futures that could unfold. As such, any proposal must be mediated 

with precision and tact, as the status quo regarding Taiwan will likely alter soon; indeed, the 

acquisition of Taiwan by the PRC would be a major symbolic victory and any negotiation of 

unification must be mediated by this fact.  

 

Guiding Questions: 

1) Does the U.N. possess the capability of producing a neutral space where both the 

People’s Republic of China and Taiwan can air their grievances? 

2)  If so, how can the U.N. accommodate and guide the discussion around unification 

toward a compromise that is amenable to both parties? 

3) Does the U.N.’s prior entanglements with other states preclude the U.N. from acting in a 

neutral manner regarding the potentiality of unification?  

4) Why does the PRC want to possess Taiwan? 

5) Will the acquisition of Taiwan by the PRC have any ramifications internationally?  

6) In particular, why is the U.S., also a member of the U.N., such a strident defender of 

Taiwanese sovereignty?  



   

 

 

 

        

 

  


