
 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2022 West Texas A&M Model United Nations 

Conference! 

 

The following pages are designed to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated  

in our committees for the 2022 session. Please note this guide only provides the basis for your 

investigation. It is your responsibility to find as much information necessary on the topics and 

how they relate to the country you represent. Such information should help you write your 

Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 

the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. 

 

The more information and understanding you acquire on the topics, the more you will be able to 

influence the Resolution writing process through debates, formal and informal caucuses, and the 

WTMUNC experience as a whole. Please feel free to contact us if and when you face challenges 

in your research or formatting your Position Papers. We encourage you to learn all you can about 

your two topics first and then study your country with regard to the selected topics. Please 

remember that all committee members need to be well versed and ready to debate both the listed 

topics. 

 

Enjoy researching and writing your Position Papers. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

WTMUNC Secretariat Team  

 

cmacaulay@wtamu.edu    
 

mailto:cmacaulay@wtamu.edu


 

 

United Nations General Assembly – Climate Change 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

Established in 1945 under the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly occupies a central 

position as the chief deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations. 

Comprising all 193 Members of the United Nations, it provides a unique forum for multilateral discussion 

of the full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter. It also plays a significant role in the 

process of standard-setting and the codification of international law. 

The Assembly considers current issues of critical importance to the international community in the form 

of High-level Thematic Debates organized by the President of the General Assembly in consultation with 

the membership. During that period, the Assembly traditionally also conducts informal consultations on a 

wide range of substantive topics, including on UN reform-related matters. 

The Assembly is empowered to make recommendations to States on international issues within its 

competence. It has also initiated actions—political, economic, humanitarian, social and legal—which 

have affected the lives of millions of people throughout the world. The landmark Millennium Declaration, 

adopted in 2000, and the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document, reflect the commitment of Member 

States: 

• to reach specific goals to attain peace, security and disarmament along with development and poverty 

eradication; 

• to safeguard human rights and promote the rule of law; 

• to protect our common environment; 

• to meet the special needs of Africa; and 

• to strengthen the United Nations. 

According to the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly may: 

• Consider and approve the United Nations budget and establish the financial assessments of Member 

States; 

• Elect the non-permanent members of the Security Council and the members of other United Nations 

councils and organs and, on the recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary-

General; 

• Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for maintaining 

international peace and security, including disarmament; 

• Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a dispute or 

situation is currently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on it; 

• Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within the scope of 

the Charter or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the United Nations; 

• Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation, the 

development and codification of international law, the realization of human rights and fundamental 

http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://www.un.org/fr/member-states/index.html
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/55/2
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/60/1


freedoms, and international collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, educational 

and health fields; 

• Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation that might impair friendly 

relations among countries; 

• Consider reports from the Security Council and other United Nations organs. 

The Assembly may also take action in cases of a threat to the peace, breach of peace or act of aggression, 

when the Security Council has failed to act owing to the negative vote of a permanent member. In such 

instances, according to its “Uniting for peace” resolution of 3 November 1950, the Assembly may 

consider the matter immediately and recommend to its Members collective measures to maintain or 

restore international peace and security. (See “Special sessions" and "Emergency special sessions”.) 

 

Source:  http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  

 

 

  

http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/377(V)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml


 

              Climate Change 

Topic Background 

As the Earth’s climate changes, it is important that we do something to combat it. The 

issue of climate change is very important to us because it can affect our everyday life. When the 

earth’s climate changes it becomes unpredictable. If we can not predict how the earth is going to 

react then we can not sustain life, and areas such as agriculture, development, construction, and 

travel can be gravely affected. 

The United Nations have accepted the reality of climate change, but what is it? We 

produce Greenhouse gases, which are the greatest contributor to the problem of climate change. 

Greenhouse gases that are contributing to this are: CO2, Methane, NO, and water vapor. These 

gasses trap heat from the sun within our atmosphere, resulting in significant weather changes and 

a broad climactic warming trend. When we continue to produce these greenhouse gasses we 

harm the environment by letting parts of our world get hotter or colder.  

Some of the effects of his phenomenon can be disastrous. The Arctic is melting due to the 

rising temperature of the Earth, and as such areas of human settlement nearest to the coasts will 

fall victim to flooding as well as damage to the point where the land will become uninhabitable. 

These emissions also affect our ecosystem which leads to issues in the agricultural community. 

Our production of food can be negatively affected, which will lead to the agriculture industry 

declining as well as possible food insecurity. Food insecurity, droughts, famines, and shortages 

of all kinds have led to an increase in conflict and civil wars in some parts of the world. The 

unpredictability of these changes can lead to disaster or even death. 

  



 

Past International Action 

In 1992, the United Nations had an “Earth Summit” as their first step towards saving our 

planet from climate change. This Earth Summit gave us the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). There are 197 countries that have ratified this 

convention at this time, which means that this is almost universal. The UNFCCC did not 

introduce too many new provisions, but it did ask these countries to cut down any dangerous 

human interference with the climate system.  

In 1997, the United Nations adopted the Kyoto Protocol as a solution to the limited 

provisions in the UNFCCC. The Kyoto Protocol binds the 192 countries in the agreement to 

reduce their emissions to the level that the United Nations sets. The Kyoto Protocol does not call 

for every single country to do this at one time though. There are two waves in which the 

countries have to participate in the reductions. The first wave was from 2008-2012 while the 

second wave started in 2013 and will go onto 2020. 

In 2015, the 197 countries in the UNFCCC came together in Paris, France to discuss 

further action regarding climate change. The countries decided on The Paris Agreement during 

this time. The Paris Agreement called all of the countries involved to significantly reduce their 

carbon emissions in order to combat climate change. The developed countries must cut their 

emissions as well as helping the developing countries to cut theirs as well. There are currently 

186 countries in The Paris Agreement, and their main goal now is to keep the Earth’s 

temperature increase to no more than 2 degrees Celsius. 

  



 

Possible Solutions 

 There have been some solutions proposed to address the issue of climate change on our 

Earth, and there have been actions from the United Nations. The decline of emissions from 

countries can help with preventing or at least halting climate change for the time being. The 

problem is though that the United Nations cannot force these countries to reduce their emissions. 

There are 186 countries in the Paris Agreement but that does not guarantee that they will all play 

by the rules. If one country decides to slack off to maintain economic growth then the other 

countries will take note and follow in their lead. Even though so many countries around the 

world want to prevent the world from succumbing to climate change they will still put their 

personal domestic interest first. 

 Potential solutions include limits to greenhouse gas emissions, which come with the 

downside of greater regulations and potentially decreased economic growth. Such regulations 

may also target key industries, such as livestock raising and coal, which can aggravate particular 

domestic interests. Investment in green energy and technological innovation is another avenue, 

which along with endangering older industries, also requires considerable investment of 

resources. 

The United Nations must find a way to make these countries cooperate in order to ensure 

global safety. Although this is difficult to do, I believe it can be done through ways like sanctions 

or other regulations. We can also reduce the climate change crisis if we focus on individuals in 

our countries as well. If we consume less, travel less, upgrade our infrastructure, and reduce our 

use of fossil fuels then we can make a difference. Every little thing done counts towards the end 

goal.  



 

Further Research 

Guiding Questions: 

1. How can the United Nations enforce regulations regarding climate change? 

2. Is your country a big contributor to helping the fight against climate change or the opposite? 

3. How educated is your country regarding the issues of climate change? 

4. Has the United Nations done enough to combat climate change effectively? 

Research Sources 

● https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/climate-change/ 

● https://climate.nasa.gov/nasa_science/history/ 

● https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/10-solutions-for-climate-change/ 

https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/climate-change/
https://climate.nasa.gov/nasa_science/history/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/10-solutions-for-climate-change/

