
 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2022 West Texas A&M Model United Nations 

Conference! 

 

The following pages are designed to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated  

in our committees for the 2022 session. Please note this guide only provides the basis for your 

investigation. It is your responsibility to find as much information necessary on the topics and 

how they relate to the country you represent. Such information should help you write your 

Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 

the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. 

 

The more information and understanding you acquire on the topics, the more you will be able to 

influence the Resolution writing process through debates, formal and informal caucuses, and the 

WTMUNC experience as a whole. Please feel free to contact us if and when you face challenges 

in your research or formatting your Position Papers. We encourage you to learn all you can about 

your two topics first and then study your country with regard to the selected topics. Please 

remember that all committee members need to be well versed and ready to debate both the listed 

topics. 

 

Enjoy researching and writing your Position Papers. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

WTMUNC Secretariat Team  

 

cmacaulay@wtamu.edu    

 

mailto:cmacaulay@wtamu.edu


Topic Preparation Guide 

 

United Nations General Assembly – Arctic Claims 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

Established in 1945 under the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly occupies a 

central position as the chief deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United 

Nations. Comprising all 193 Members of the United Nations, it provides a unique forum for 

multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter. It also 

plays a significant role in the process of standard-setting and the codification of international 

law. 

The Assembly considers current issues of critical importance to the international community in 

the form of High-level Thematic Debates organized by the President of the General Assembly in 

consultation with the membership. During that period, the Assembly traditionally also conducts 

informal consultations on a wide range of substantive topics, including on UN reform-related 

matters. 

The Assembly is empowered to make recommendations to States on international issues within 

its competence. It has also initiated actions—political, economic, humanitarian, social and 

legal—which have affected the lives of millions of people throughout the world. The 

landmark Millennium Declaration, adopted in 2000, and the 2005 World Summit Outcome 

Document, reflect the commitment of Member States: 

• to reach specific goals to attain peace, security and disarmament along with development and 

poverty eradication; 

• to safeguard human rights and promote the rule of law; 

• to protect our common environment; 

• to meet the special needs of Africa; and 

• to strengthen the United Nations. 

According to the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly may: 

• Consider and approve the United Nations budget and establish the financial assessments of 

Member States; 

• Elect the non-permanent members of the Security Council and the members of other United 

Nations councils and organs and, on the recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the 

Secretary-General; 

• Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for 

maintaining international peace and security, including disarmament; 

http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://www.un.org/fr/member-states/index.html
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/55/2
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/60/1
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/60/1


• Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a dispute 

or situation is currently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on 

it; 

• Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within the 

scope of the Charter or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the United 

Nations; 

• Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation, the 

development and codification of international law, the realization of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, and international collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, 

cultural, educational and health fields; 

• Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation that might impair 

friendly relations among countries; 

• Consider reports from the Security Council and other United Nations organs. 

The Assembly may also take action in cases of a threat to the peace, breach of peace or act of 

aggression, when the Security Council has failed to act owing to the negative vote of a 

permanent member. In such instances, according to its “Uniting for peace” resolution of 3 

November 1950, the Assembly may consider the matter immediately and recommend to its 

Members collective measures to maintain or restore international peace and security. (See 

“Special sessions" and "Emergency special sessions”.) 

 

Source:  http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/377(V)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml


Topic Background 

 

The most northern portion of the earth was discovered by the Americans Robert Perry 

and Matthew Henson in 1909. More recently the Arctic has been a topic of conversation among 

many ambassadors at the United Nations General assembly, with several key countries having 

claims conflicting with one another over the arctic region. Countries with claims to the arctic 

region include: Russia, the United States of America, Canada, Sweden, Norway, Finland, 

Iceland, and Denmark.  

Canada was the first nation to claim portions of the arctic circle in 1925, though it did not 

enjoy international support. Until the 21st century, most nations considered the area international 

waters, with little economic or strategic value. This rapidly changed as climate change saw the 

Arctic sea ice rapidly shrink in size, opening up the potential for both navigation as well as 

undersea resource exploitation. 

The largest claims have been made by Denmark (via Greenland) and Russia, with the 

controversial Lomonsov Ridge central to their competing claims. Russia claims that the ridge 

comprises an extension of the Siberian belt, entitling it to a significant portion of the Arctic, up 

to and including the North Pole itself. Denmark disputes this and similarly claims the North Pole 

and into Russian claimed territory along the entirety of the ridge, and overlapping a portion of 

Canada and Norway’s claims, comprising by far the largest and most aggressive claim. No 

nation has yet claimed territory into any other nation’s 200 nautical mile Exclusive Economic 

Zone (EEZ). 

 



 

 

Previous Action 

 

 The United Nations established the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), coming into force in 1994, which declared that nations seeking claims based on 

“continental shelves” must make their claims within 10 years of ratification. This allows nations 

to claim sea territory beyond the 200 nautical mile limit previously established by international 

law. Many claimant nations have done so, with Russia notably claiming the largest portion of the 

arctic, and having taken the most aggressive action in pursuit of their claim. The United States 

has not ratified UNCLOS and thus has not made any claims as party to it. 



 Russia has engaged in efforts to explore the seabed under the Arctic, partly to ascertain 

the value of the seabed territory but also to reinforce its claims. It remains unclear as to the value 

of the Arctic Region – nearby portions of the Barents Sea and other previously exploited areas 

haven proven rich in oil, diamonds, and other resources, suggesting that the Arctic could be an 

untapped region of significant wealth. President Putin of Russia has highlighted this and made 

Russian Arctic claims central to much of his foreign policy, and the only increasing accessibility 

of the region portends continued interest and escalation of any potential conflict. 

 



 

Possible Solutions 

 

 The United Nations General Assembly is well situated to make broader recommendations 

to the international community in how to equitably determine the economic exploitation and 

navigation of the Arctic region. UNCLOS remains unratified by some key players, and has yet to 

satisfactorily settle the major competing claims of Russia and Denmark. Establishing a definitive 

division of the territory, as well as an authoritative definition of how continental shelves and 

ridges factor into the extension of the Arctic EEZ’s could provide a framework for UNCLOS and 

management of the Arctic in its entirety. An alternative solution is also declaring the area 

international waters 

 Additionally, the UNGA should consider the implications of melting sea ice on 

navigation in the region. The fabled “Northwest passage” over Northern Canada/Alaska is on the 

cusp of being regularly navigable, and will grant nations with economic and territorial access 

considerable economic and strategic value. The UNGA should consider whether these territories 

should remain more open to navigation in a way separate from current understandings of 

territorial seas and EEZ’s, or to adhere to previously established laws and conventions. 

  

Guiding Questions 

 

1. How can the United Nations divide the arctic region without military escalation? 

2. How should the United Nations handle EEZ’s and territorial waters in the Arctic? 



3. What mechanisms can the United Nations use to settle competing claims, beyond 

UNCLOS? 

4. Should the Northwest Passage and Arctic navigation follow any different management 

criteria given its increasing importance? 

5. Will climate change continue to unlock the potential for Arctic exploitation, as well as 

potential for conflict? 


