
 
Dear Delegates, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2021 West Texas A&M Model United Nations Conference! 

 

The following pages are designed to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated in 

our committees for the 2021 session. Please note this guide only provides the basis for your 

investigation. It is your responsibility to find as much information necessary on the topics and 

how they relate to the country you represent. Such information should help you write your 

Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 

the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. 

 

The more information and understanding you acquire on the topics, the more you will be 

able to influence the Resolution writing process through debates, formal and informal caucuses, 

and the WTMUNC experience as a whole. Please feel free to contact us if and when you face 

challenges in your research or formatting your Position Papers. We encourage you to learn all you 

can about your two topics first and then study your country with regard to the selected topics. 

Please remember that all committee members need to be well versed and ready to debate both the 

listed topics. 

 

Enjoy researching and writing your Position Papers. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 

 

WTMUNC Secretariat Team 

 

cmacaulay@wtamu.edu  
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Topic Preparation Guide 

 

World Health Organization – Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

World Health Organization (WHO)  

 
 

The World Health Organization’s Constitution came into force on 7 April 

1948 – a date we now celebrate every year as World Health Day.  

 

WHO supports Member States as they coordinate the efforts of multiple 

sectors of the government and partners – including bi- and multilaterals, 

funds and foundations, civil society organizations and private sector – to 

attain their health objectives and support their national health policies and 

strategies.  

The WHO is the directing and coordinating authority on international health within the United 

Nations’ system. 

 

 They accomplish this by:  

 

• Providing leadership on matters critical to health and engaging in partnerships where 

joint action is needed; 

• Shaping the research agenda and stimulating the generation, translation and               

dissemination of valuable knowledge; 

• Setting norms and standards and promoting and monitoring their implementation;  

• Articulating ethical and evidence-based policy options; 

• Providing technical support, catalyzing change, and building sustainable institutional       

capacity; and 

• Monitoring the health situation and assessing health trends. 

 

The World Health Assembly is the decision-making body of WHO. It is attended by delegations 

from all WHO Member States and focuses on a specific health agenda prepared by the Executive 

Board. The main functions of the World Health Assembly are to determine the policies of the 

Organization, appoint the Director-General, supervise financial policies, and review and approve 

the proposed program budget. 

 

 

Source: http://www.who.int/about/what-we-do/en/  
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Topic Background 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a contagious disease that was first identified in 2019 in 

Wuhan, China. The disease primarily affects the respiratory system of individuals, with 

approximately 15% of individuals suffering from severe symptoms, and 5% suffering critical 

symptoms, including death. A relatively high number of individuals remain asymptomatic, though 

most infected individuals present some symptoms within 2-14 days following infection. The 

overall fatality rate varies greatly by region and treatment, but falls between 0.5% and 2% of 

infected individuals. There is great variation in the fatality rate by age as well – with fewer then 

0.5% of individuals under 55 succumbing to the disease, but rising to 15% past age 85. The full 

effects, pathology, and long term effects of the disease remain unknown and a source of intense 

study. 

 

The COVID-19 virus quickly spread throughout the world, resulting in a global pandemic by early 

2020. The disease is spread through droplets by infected individuals through close contact, with the 

mouth, nose, and eyes serving as the primary areas vulnerable to contact with contaminated 

droplets. Treatment specific to COVID-19 has not yet been fully developed, with most treatment 

currently focused on preventing respiratory failure and addressing other symptoms causing 

discomfort or distress. Respirators have proven especially vital for individuals suffering from the 

most severe symptoms, though most individuals do not require such treatment. 

 

All nations in the world have been affected, with many implementing quarantines, travel 

restrictions, and mask mandates in an attempt to prevent the disease’s further spread. Masks have 

proven particularly effective in stopping the spread of the virus, alongside social 

distancing/isolation, and common-sense disease prevention such as hand-washing and hygiene. 

Despite these efforts, COVID-19 has infected a confirmed 100 million individuals across the 

world, with approximately 2.5 to 3 million individuals having succumbed to the disease. 

 

The response to the disease has been lackluster in some nations, with others attempting more 

severe efforts to eradicate the disease and prevent its spread. Many nations have struggled with the 

desire to balance personal liberty with health concerns, while others have focused on vaccine 

development over treatment or prevention. A number of vaccines have already been developed, but 

their efficacy remains under study, and the production and distribution of the vaccines remains a 

serious global challenge. 

 

 

     

Past International Action 

—————————————————————————— 

 

The United Nations and the World Health Organization have been at the center of past global 

pandemics, and have successfully worked to eradicate diseases such as small pox and guinea 

worm, as well as severely curtailing the spread of diseases such as Polio and Malaria. To this end, 

the WHO has coordinated global research, hosted conferences aimed at spurring innovation, and 

allocated funding directly to efforts to fight disease in various forms. 

 

The World Health Organization has been active in coordinating research between nations seeking 

to both understand the disease and work toward its prevention and development of a vaccine. Early 

on, the World Health Organization recommended the use of masks, social distancing, and other 



basic hygiene procedures to prevent the disease’s spread. 

 

The WHO has also worked to coordinate efforts between nations to prevent the spread of the 

disease, as well as coordinate a common global response. This has been met by criticism by nations 

accusing the WHO of political motivations, as well as nations defending their sovereignty in what 

they view as an overreach by international organizations during the pandemic. The United States 

notably withdrew from the WHO during the Trump administration following such criticism, but 

has since announced its return following the inauguration of Joe Biden in early 2021. 

 

Possible Solutions 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

 

The WHO’s mission is wide-ranging, and there are multiple dimensions to how it can address the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Among the most basic actions the WHO can take is continued recommendation of strategies aimed 

at prevention of transmission. This might include recommendations of mask mandates, social 

distancing, shutdowns of businesses or schools, or studies associated with assessing each of these 

strategy’s efficacy. Recommendations of using international actions to pressure nations to follow 

them may also be considered. 

 

Further, the WHO is well primed to assist nations struggling to properly treat individuals affected 

by the virus. Developing nations in particular are facing difficulties in procuring ventilators, 

doctors, and other resources to assist the infected and prevent a higher mortality rate. Funding for 

healthcare infrastructure, workers, and equipment would likely be welcomed by most nations. 

 

Lastly, the WHO is ideally positioned to assist in efforts at creating, and distributing, a vaccine. 

Previous attempts to develop more effective and cheaper vaccines proved crucial in the eradication 

or limiting of infection disease.  The WHO has already worked to recommend and provide their 

own approval for a number of COVID-19 vaccines, and may provide assistance in continued 

testing and improvement of existing vaccines. Further, the WHO has been absolutely crucial in 

providing developing countries with the funding and infrastructure to ensure the distribution of 

vaccines in a cost-effective manner, and this is of utmost importance to prevent the continued 

spread of the disease. 

 

Further Research 

 

Guiding Questions  

 

What can the WHO do to aid in research into COVID19? 

 

What can the WHO do to help ensure continued production and creation of vaccines? 

 

What should the WHO do to pressure nations to enact measures aimed at prevention? Which 

measures would be most effective? 

 

How can the WHO ensure provision and distribution of the vaccine to developing nations? 


